TIPEX—
The 3rd IPEX in
a Grand Palace!
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1936: The tradition
is established

At right: Special edition of
The New York Sun, made up
just for the show, was distributed at the door to all who entered the show. Full of articles,
it was like a handy guide to
all show sights, activities and
events.

Panaromic view
of Grand
Cenrtral Palace
on a picture
postcard from
the mid 1930s.

T

he Third International Philatelic Exhibition (TIPEX)
opened at New York’s Grand Central Palace at 9:30
AM, on Saturday, May 9, 1936. That’s just a little
more than 70 years from when the doors of World
Stamp Show-NY 2016 opens its doors at 10 AM on Saturday, May
28, 2016.
At 1 PM that day, the United States Army released a flock of carrier pigeons from nearby Rockefeller Plaza. The pigeons carried
invitations to visit the exhibition addressed to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt and Vice President John Nance Garner, the governors of all the states and other prominent officials.
Just nine and one half years after the “greatest philatelic exhibition anywhere” closed (see ASD&C, February, 2015 pp 26-29)
the pigeons signaled the opening of “the greatest exhibition anywhere.” This tradition will continue when “the greatest philatelic
exhibition anywhere” opens in New York City.
President Roosevelt, by pressing a button in Washington, D.C.
that “turned on a flood of light to the court of honor to formally
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open the exhibition, also sent a telegram to exhibition president
Alfred Lichtenstein. It was read to the guests at the show’s banquet: “I am deeply sorry that I cannot get to New York to see the
great stamp show before it closes. My congratulations on its success and on the interest it has aroused among the army of stamp
collectors throughout the county.” FDR’s portrait graced page
three of the red, white and blue art deco exhibition catalogue. In
reviewing TIPEX, founder, editor and publisher of Linn’s Stamp
News, George W. Linn noted that “Words fail one when they have
seen the TIPEX and attempt to speak of it to others. Even the great
P.T. Barnum would be stumped for words to describe the magnitude….”
The show boasted nearly 3,000 frames of exhibits from nearly
900 exhibitors. It occupied three entire floors (125,000 square feet)
of the Grand Central Palace (New York’s leading convention center at the time). There were 101 dealers who occupied booths for
which they paid $200 each for the eight days. As in 1926, the Scott
Stamp & Coin Company had the “largest booth ever constructed in

H.E. Harris & Co. of Boston had a giant superbooth
at the Third International
Exhibition at which they
distributed this free souvenir showing the jumbo
crowds lined up outside the
Grand Central Palace on
the show’s opening day.

Above: Alfred F. Lichtenstein, president of the exhibition. At right: front cover of the special edition
Mekeel’s Stamp News released for the event.

the Palace for any exhibition of any kind.” At a rental cost of $800
for the duration of the show for this “superbooth,” World Stamp
Show-NY 2016’s superbooth holders have to be smiling when they
read this!
TIPEX was held under the patronage of our country’s most colorful and controversial postmaster general, James A. Farley. He
was behind the clerk’s window at the USPOD Exhibition Show
Station to sell the first TIPEX souvenir sheet to Chairman Lichtenstein who promptly used it to post a letter containing the gold
seal of the State of New York from Governor Herbert H. Lehman
to President Roosevelt.
In his remarks at the opening ceremony Farley noted: “The decade that has elapsed since the last meeting of the International
Philatelic Exhibition in this city has been a most important period
for the advancement of stamp collecting.” Much of this was due
to Farley himself, who placed philately in the public eye with his
many antics. It is therefore interesting to note that his ego was
able to live with only one small imperforate souvenir sheet. He

had little choice, as the collecting public was in an uproar over the
plethora of non-international, domestic souvenir sheets he had issued from 1931 thru 1935.
The 12 cent sheets were popular with show visitors, and the 12window USPOD sub-station had long lines of folks waiting to purchase the sheets in order to prepare first days. While there was not
a Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) at the time (it was
formed in 1957), it should be noted that the four stamps chosen for
reproduction on this souvenir sheet were selected to represent the
four corners of the United States: Connecticut, Michigan, Texas
and California. So much for the Show being in New York, New
York! Shown on the next page is an example of the fun people had
preparing their first day covers. This fellow must have had a pair
of scissors with him at Grand Central Palace!
The honorary president of the big show was Charles Lathrop
Pack, who ten years earlier had served as President of the 1926 Exhibition. Serving as honorary vice-presidents were Colonel E.H.R.
Green and John N. Luff.
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Above left: the U.S. Post Office Department announcement of the impending TIPEX souvenir sheet to be
released at the show. Above right: one of the four poster
stamps issued to promote the show. Below: a first day
cover featuring two of the four stamps on the TIPEX
souvenir sheet.

The nearly 35,000 pages of exhibits were judged by an international jury of 20 men, eight from the United States and 12 from
around the world. The report of the jury contains the following
preface: “After many months of hard work and loyal cooperation
from stamp collectors and dealers…the zero hour has arrived for
the jury to report their decisions as to the winners in the many
classes of competition. Our labors have been most enjoyable and
pleasant. In many cases our final decisions have been very difficult
because of the close and high class competition. We have probably
made some mistakes, otherwise we would not be human; however
we have given much careful thought to our decision and we hope
and trust that you will realize that we cannot present in this report
the many, many details and considerations which have entered into
the making of the final awards.”
With that breathtaking statement, the judges announced that the
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hibit on Postmasters Provisionals. The exhibits, unlike today, were
not required to have titles or title pages, and were arranged in the
frames in various groupings. Lapham’s exhibit was simply one of
three in “Group 5. Postmasters” and the catalog listing for “exhibit
No. 61” detailed the items in the exhibit.
The “bin room” was very much in use in 1936 as it will be in
2016. Exhibit rule No. 4 describes this: “Exhibits of stamps for
display in frames must be mounted on loose leaf album pages or
cards. A portion of the exhibit may be shown in frames and the
remainder held for examination by the jury. It is notable that many
of the exhibits in frames had one or two supplementary albums to
be viewed/judged in the bin room. Some had more than a dozen!
Sidney Hessel’s general U.S. exhibit was in six frames and 29 albums! World Stamp Show-NY 2016’s Jury Chair Stephen Reinhard has a tough job, but it is limited to judging only what the jury
sees mounted in the frames.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt who,
in 1936, was running for re-election as
President, was the Patron for the exhibition and sent his personal greetings to all
philatelists in salute to the event.

At left: the 250-page
program for TIPEX—containing a complete listing
of exhibits and dealers as
well as photographs of the
many philatelic leaders who
served the commitee of the
show.

In 1986, the 50th Anniversary of TIPEX
was honored with this
special souvenir featuring the TIPEX souvenir
sheet and the U.S. stamp
honoring AMERIPEX
‘86, the eighth U.S.
international exhibition
taking place that year.

A highlight of TIPEX was the appearance of Hugo Eckener,
chief officer of the airship Hindenburg, which had arrived in New
York City on May 10. Eckener gave a lecture and apparently autographed two covers. In his talk, he noted that he owed a great deal
of gratitude to stamp collectors, as they had made possible several
of his flights, in particular his “Around the World Flight” which
was financed wholly from covers from stamp collectors.
As in 1926, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing had one of
the most popular exhibit booths at the show, as it had one of its
portable presses printing TIPEX souvenir sheets at the show. That
press utilized plate No. 21563, and BEP employees made sure that
every copy printed was propery confiscated and destroyed. The
two plates numbers found on this sheet are 21557 and 21558. Scott
Catalogue fans should note that in the 1936 and 1937 Catalogues
the sheet was assigned 778, 779, 780, and 781, with the full sheet
listed as 778a. By 1938, the last three numbers were dropped and

have remained unassigned, and the full sheet became 778. A total
of 1,121,056 sheets were sold at the show, for a gross of $134,526.
The total USPOD sales at TIPEX were $229,574.
The exhibition banquet was held at the Hotel Astor on May 15.
Theodore E. Steinway was toastmaster presiding over a dais of the
world’s leading philatelists. The banquet proceedings were carried
live over the NBC national network. The major awards in each category were announced by Lichtenstein and presented to the winners by Amelia Earhart, who had a one frame exhibit of airmails,
which did not take a prize.
The show was a huge success in every way. Collectors had to
wait 11 years for the next U.S. IPEX, as it was delayed until 1947
in order to celebrate the centenary of U.S. postage stamps, dubbed
CIPEX. Stay tuned for that story in the April issue of ASD&C.
Let’s all meet at World Stamp Show-NY 2016 – check it out at
www.ny2016.org! )
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