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AMERIPEX!
Part Eight in a Ten Part Series By Steven J. Rod

The eighth U.S. International Philatelic Exhibition, named 
Ameripex ‘86, ran from May 22 thru June 1, 1986 in 
Chicago, Illinois. The show occupied the entire O’Hare 

Convention Center in suburban Rosemont (just outside of O’Hare 
Airport) consisting of 350,000 square feet of exhibition space, as 
well as 25,000 square feet of meeting and special program rooms.

Seven Chicago area collectors met early in 1977 and evaluated 
their experiences at Interphil 76 in Philadelphia. They decided that 
they wanted to produce the best International Exhibition that the 
United States had ever held, and the first to be held in the Mid-
west. The seven visionaries were James E. Duffy, Charless Hahn, 
Bernard A. Hennig, James J. Matejka, John G. Ross, Robert Out-
law and Lester Winick. A corporation was formed, elections where 
held, and officers named.

Shown in Figure 1 is a cover signed by all of the show officials. 
Les Winick was the show’s Executive Director, Bernard A. (“Bud” 
Hennig was Chairman of the Board and James E. (“Jim”) Duffy 
was President. Also see the signatures of Gordon L. Morison, As-

...

sistant Postmaster General & Director of the Stamps Division, and 
W.L. “Pete” Davidson, who was a program manager in the USPS 
Stamps Division. (After his retirement from the USPS, Morison 
became the Executive Director of Washington 2006, the 2006 U.S. 
International.) These five men, along with a team of more than 
100 other volunteers, oversaw the development and execution of 
the most successful IPEX ever held in the United States up to that 
point.

The show took place for 11 days hosting between 11 and 12 thou-
sand visitors each day, that number spiking to 17 and 18 thousand 
on the first Saturday and Sunday. Show officials counted 153,000 
visitors for the duration of the show. Shown in Figure 2 is a booklet 
of eight stamps which the USPS released at a fanciful first day cer-
emony at the American Philatelic Society in State College, Pa. six 
months before the show opened. It was distributed and sold at all 
29,000 Post Offices. The booklet cover consisted of a “free pass” 
to get into the show. Among the 153,000 admissions were more 
than 40,000 of these booklet covers. While admission to Ameripex 

AMERIPEX!
At last! A Midwestern
International Exhibition!

Figure 3. 
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was $2.50 per day, or $20 for the 11 days, the Organizing Commit-
tee made great efforts to make sure that as few visitors as possible 
paid any admission fee!

There were 854 exhibitors from 41 countries. There was an in-
ternational jury made up of 42 jurors and eight apprentice judges 
coming from 17 different countries. The Jury Chair was James T. 
DeVoss, who had served as the Executive Director of American 
Philatelic Society from 1963 until his retirement in 1981. Jim had 
been a moving force for Interphil 76.

There were four Grand Prix d’Honneur awards (for “best in 
the entire show”) presented by the jury. They went to John Fox-
bridge of the USA for his eight frames of British North America; 
Giuseppe Barcella of Italy for his eight frames  of Pontificio (an 
exhibit of Pontifical States), “Laure” of Switzerland for his eight 
frames, Suisse Classique 1843-1883, and Enrique Martin de Busta-
mente of Spain for his eight frames Venezuela Classics. There were 
two Grand Prix National awards (for best in show of stamps from 
host country). These were presented to Leonard Kapiloff for eight 
frames of U.S. 1847 Postal History and to Ryohei Ishikawa for 
his eight frames of The United States Stamps 1847-1869. There 
were also six Grand Prix International Awards. In order to have 

a true celebration of exhibiting for all 854 exhibitors, the formal 
“Palmares dinner” on Saturday evening May 31 was used to dis-
tribute only the awards in these three Grand Prix categories as well 
as all of the Large Gold medals. At a special exhibitors luncheon 
the next day, all of the medals from Gold through Bronze were 
presented to exhibitors.

The planners had always kept their eye on the prize, namely that: 
Philately is Fun. There was an area dedicated to “Philately is Fun” 
exhibits.  These frames showed all aspects of our great hobby. The 
two rules for these frames were: 1) The material in each frame 
could be worth no more than 25 dollars and 2) Each frame had to 
be put together for fun and not for competition.

There was an exhibit of the Aristocrats of Philately, an idea which 
was born at Anphilex 71 in New York City and continued at Inter-
phil 76. Assembled by Norman S. Hubbard, they represented the 
greatest philatelic items in the world. The 20 items came from 20 
different collections and  included stamps from the U.S.A., Chile, 
Uruguay, Argentina, Bavaria, Switzerland, New South Wales, 
Cape of Good Hope, Japan and Columbia. There was a 21st item 
that was not in the 1976 exhibit. In fact it had only been discovered 
one month before Ameripex opened! It was listed as United States  

The new look to the former Rose-
montt-O’Hare Convention Center—
the home of Ameripex ‘86, now called 
the Donald Stephens Convention 
Center in Rosemont, Illinois.

Impresario (Executive Director) 
of Ameripex ‘86 was the master-
ful organizer, Lester Winick. He 
was a hard act to follow!

The quartet of executives who headed up the Ameripex ‘86 committee, from left: 
James Duffy, Arthur Salm, Lester Winick, and Bernard A. “Bud” Hennig.
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One-dollar Stamp Invert of Americana Issue, partial pane of 84 
loaned to the  Aristocrats of Philately by renowned dealer Jacques 
C. Schiff, Jr.  The “CIA Invert Pane” as it had become known was a  
major attraction during the 11 days. It was a true invert of a stamp 
currently on sale at the USPS and was compared to William T. 
Robey’s find of the 100 24-cent Jenny inverts back in 1918.

There were 170 dealers from 13 countries. Linn’s Stamp News 
provided a free 84-page daily newspaper each day of the show. 
The paper was printed in Sidney, Ohio and trucked in each day to 
arrive before the opening of the show. They were placed in huge 
bins at the show entrance, and handed out each day to every show 
attendee.

Raymond and Roger Weill devised a unique superbooth for 
Ameripex. All of the stamps shown at their booth were in 14 exhi-
bition frames. One of the most prominent of the frames was a re-
union of 21 Scott No. C3a Jenny Inverts, some of which belonged 
to the Weills and other loaned to them for the Ameripex by their 
customers. Shown in Figure 3 is the cover of the souvenir folder 
the Weills gave to their visitors at their booth.

Jackie A. Strange, Deputy Postmaster General, represented 
PMG Albert Casey at the Opening Day ceremony. In her remarks, 
welcoming a huge crowd of thousands, she noted “You’ll see the 
4,000 year-old clay tablets that served as letters for the Incas of 
Peru. You’ll see the five cent “Alexandria Blue Boy” sold at a 1981 
auction for $1 million. You’ll see the gold leafed-illuminated pages 
from the incredible Cardinal Spellman Collection...and in the Hall 
of Fame you’ll see our pride and joy—the largest display and sales 
area ever created by the U.S. Postal Service.”  

The USPS occupied nearly a third of the show floor for a total 
of 90,000 square feet for its sales area, the Ben Franklin Clubs 
and its exhibit space. Our nation’s first postmaster general, Ben 
Franklin, was present for all 11 days of the show, as well as John 
Hotchner’s wonderful characters of Natalie Philately and Stan the 

Answer stamp were also present in full costume. The USPS antici-
pated large crowds and set up numerous windows to keep the lines 
moving. Shown in Figure 4 is a copy of the three part order from 
the USPS produced and had in huge quantities to expedite stamp 
orders at their Ameripex windows.

On the opening day of Ameripex, USA Today had a full color 
two-page centerfold USPS advertisement depicting the newly is-
sued “Presidents of The United States,” a set of four sheets con-
taining portraits of the deceased presidents. At the time of Amerip-
ex, the USPS program called “Benjamin Franklin Stamp Clubs” 
had thousands of youth stamp clubs throughout the USA. Nearly 
12,000 youngsters came to Ameripex on organized field trips, 
through their school clubs. Ameripex donated $50 to each club to 
subsidize the cost of the bus. Each youngster received a “goodie 
bag” valued at $10 or more.

More than 50 different Postal Administrations took booth space, 
and as a result, the tradition that started in 1976 continued, as 
Ameripex 86 produced a passport for show attendees. It gave show 
visitors an opportunity to collect stamps and postal markings can-
celing those stamps from more than 50 different countries. The 
Ameripex Catalogue contained a number of tipped-in souvenir 
cards and sheets, and was highlighted by a hologram of the Statue 
of Liberty on the cover.  (See page 54.)

On a personal note, it was at Ameripex ‘86 where founders Randy 
L. Neil and John M. Hotchner gave birth to AAPE, the American 
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors. Along with Mary Ann Ow-
ens, Leo John Harris, Bill Bauer, Steve Schumann, Clyde Jennings 
and myself, we formed the Founding Council of this preeminent 
hobby group, which is coming up on its 30th anniversary!

Ameripex was a considered a success in every way.  Stay tuned 
in the October issue of ASD&C to explore PACIFIC 97, the 1997 
U.S. International.  Let’s all meet at World Stamp Show-NY 2016 
– check it out at www.ny2016.org! )

Figure 2.

The cover of the souvenir folder given out at the booth 
of the Raymond H. Weill Co. of New Orleans, La. It il-
lustrates the various blocks of the 24-cent inverted Jenny 
airmail stamp that the firm had handled over the years.

Figure 4.
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